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Environmental factors as an important trigger for migration
Reconsidering the definition of smuggling migrants in the context of (transnational)
environmental disasters and hazardous legacies
Environmental factors influence migration in important ways, shaped by local economic,
sociopolitical and cultural conditions. The root causes of environmental migration are
often deeply intertwined and closely connected to sustainable development issues. Experts
will present actual research data and share experience at the grass roots level, followed by
a discussion on understanding the links between environmental change and migration,
which disproportionately affect vulnerable groups, in particular women and girls.

PANELISTS

Roman Hoffmann, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis with
affiliations at the Vienna Institute of Demography of the Austrian Academy of
Sciences and the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research
Farai Maguwu, Director of Centre for Natural Resource Governance
(cnrgzim.org), PhD candidate at the Wits School of Governance

MODERATOR

Sharon Fisher, President Soroptimist International

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Biographies
Roman Hoffmann is a research scholar at the International
Institute for Applied Systems Analysis with affiliations at the
Vienna Institute of Demography of the Austrian Academy of
Sciences and the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research.
He holds a PhD in economics from the University of Vienna and
degrees in sociology and economics from the University of Munich. In his
applied research, he studies the impacts of climate change on populations and
resilience to environmental stress with a focus on climate adaptation and
migration. He has served as a consultant for UNIDO, the World Bank, the Asian
Development Bank, the German Development Cooperation (GIZ), and several
non-governmental organizations.

Farai Maguwu is devoted to improving the governance of
natural resources in Zimbabwe. Human Rights Watch
honoured him with the Alison Des Forges Award for
Extraordinary Activism. He was also honoured by Rapaport,
a clean diamond campaigner, for protecting artisanal
diamond miners in Zimbabwe‘s Marange region. In 2012 he
founded the Centre for Natural Resource Governance (cnrgzim.org), which
researches and documents human rights abuse and illicit trade in minerals.
Farai is a PhD candidate at the Wits School of Governance. He holds an MA in
Peace and Conflict Studies from the European University Center for Peace
Studies, and a Master in Peace and Governance from Africa University.

Sustainable Development Committee
The focus of the committee is on the environmental,
social and economic dimensions of sustainable
development. It provides a forum for NGOs interested in
discussing and analyzing the work of the UN
intergovernmental bodies in the field of sustainable
development, as well as the related activities of the Vienna-based UN
organizations. It encourages new initiatives and seeks inputs into civil society’s
contribution to the 2030 agenda of the United Nations.

